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Agreement of Cooperation

between 

the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia

and

 the Nordic Council of Ministers’ Secretariat
Riga 







 ____________ 2012 

Subject to what has been stated in the Guidelines for the Nordic Council of Ministers’ cooperation with Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 2009-2013 as signed on 10 September 2008 in Pärnu (hereinafter referred to as Guidelines) to achieve closer cooperation between the Nordic Countries and Baltic Countries in the areas of common interest and to support the implementation of the EU Baltic Sea Strategy, as well as to facilitate closer cooperation in the priority areas of research and innovation,

the Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia (hereinafter referred to as the Ministry) represented by the Minister Roberts Ķīlis, on the one part, and the Nordic Council of Ministers’ Secretariat (hereinafter referred to as the NCM) represented by the Nordic Council of Ministers’ Secretariat Office in Latvia Director Imants Gross, on the other part, both parties (hereinafter referred to as the Parties) having expressed their will to cooperate, hereby enter into the following agreement:

I. Subject of the Agreement

The Parties agree on mutual cooperation in the area of research and innovation with the aim to provide for the development of the scientific system and for the improvement of the quality and competitiveness of science in Latvia and thereby the competitiveness of the Nordic/Baltic region as a whole.

II. General Provisions

1. The Parties shall cooperate within the framework of the cooperation instruments specified by the Guidelines, as provided for by this Agreement.   

2. The Parties agree to facilitate:

2.1. information exchange in the area of science and innovation, 

2.2. joint planning and use of the European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC), 

2.3. implementation of joint projects related to the development of science policies, 

2.4. mobility of human resources engaged in science, 

2.5. experience exchange, among others, cooperation regarding international assessment of the Latvian science and innovation system and scientific institutions registered in the Register of Scientific Institutions.

3. Within the framework of this Agreement the Parties enter into agreements on the particular assignments under which the tasks of each Party and the scope of the necessary funding for the current financial year and the source of funding shall be determined.
4. Exchange of information mentioned in Sub-clause 2.1 does not contain state secrets of Parties in accordance with national legislation.
III. Obligations of the Ministry

1. The Ministry agrees to ensure materials and a technical base for the implementation of the measures within the framework of the cooperation, planning the financing in line with Chapter II, Clause 3 of the Agreement.

2. The Ministry organises and coordinates the public relations of the cooperation, delegating the respective functions to the Ministry’s Communication Division or to another competent official of the Ministry.

3. The Ministry will support, within the limits of its competence, participation of the sector’s representatives and responsible officials in the cooperation.

4. The Ministry shall inform the NCM in writing on its activities related to research and innovation, inviting the NCM representatives to participate as experts in the events, working groups and meetings organised by the Ministry.
5. The Ministry shall inform the NCM in writing on national legislation and national programs developed for implementation research and innovation objectives.
IV. Obligations of the NCM 

1. The NCM shall, within the agreements entered into under Chapter II, Clause 3 of the Agreement in collaboration with the Ministry, perform the assessment of the Latvian science and innovation system and facilitation of further cooperation of the scientific institutions registered in the Register of Scientific Institutions in the Baltic Sea Region, inter alia revise the legal status and role of the Latvian Council of Science.
2. Every year the NCM shall, in collaboration with the Ministry, organise informative events in Latvia regarding the development of science and innovation in the Nordic and Baltic Sea Region. 

3. The NCM shall inform the Ministry in writing and invite its representatives to participate in informative events and meetings related to the implementation of research and innovation aims.

V. Final Provisions

1. The Parties agree that as of the date this Agreement comes into effect the Parties shall meet no less frequently than once a year and assess the progress of performance of the Agreement and reflect such assessment in the minutes of the meeting.

2. The Parties shall jointly assess the performance of the Agreement, the achieved results and priorities of further cooperation no later than one month before the expiry of this Agreement and complete the Agreement performance statement that shall become a substantial and integral part of this Agreement after both Parties have signed it.

3. This Agreement may be supplemented and amended by a written agreement of the Parties. The amendments shall be executed as a statement that becomes a substantial and integral part of this Agreement on the date when both Parties sign it.

4. The Parties may unilaterally terminate this Agreement if the other Party has failed to perform it, by notifying the other Party at least 2 (two) months before the termination of the Agreement.

5. The Parties agree that any disagreements that may result from failure or insufficient performance of the provisions under this Agreement shall be resolved by the Parties through mutual written agreement.

6. This Agreement takes effect on the date on signing thereof and is valid until June 30, 2015.

7. This Agreement is executed and signed in two original counterparts in English, of which one is issued to the Ministry and one to the NCM.

8. The Parties hereby delegate the following contact persons for the performance and coordination of the Agreement: 

The contact person of the Ministry: Dmitrijs Kuļšs, Director of Higher Education, Science and Innovation department
The contact person of the NCM: Imants Gross, Director of the Nordic Council of Ministers’ Office in Latvia
	Minister for Education and Science of the Republic of Latvia


	Director of the Nordic Council of Ministers’ Office in Latvia 

	Roberts Ķīlis


	 Imants Gross
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