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Memorandum of Understanding

on International Roaming Tariffs Reduction 
between the Republic of Latvia and the Russian Federation 

The Ministry of Transport and Communications of the Republic of Latvia and Ministry of Telecom and Mass Communications of the Russian Federation, hereinafter to be referred to as the “Parties”,

and the representatives of the Republic of Latvia and the Russian Federation mobile operators: “Latvijas Mobilais Telefons” SIA, “Bite Latvija” SIA, “Tele2” SIA, “Telekom Baltija” AS, “Ростелеком” („Rostelekom”), “МТС” („MTS”), “Вымпелком” („VimpelCom”), “МегаФон” (“MegaFon”) have agreed on the following:

The current level of roaming tariffs is the subject of serious concern to both Parties, who confirm their desire to act for the benefit of the citizens of both countries.

Roaming tariffs should be at a level which allows the citizens free access to information and the possibility of using electronic communications services inter alia during trips to neighboring countries.

Both Parties confirmed their willingness to actively support the implementation of the above mentioned tasks within the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and actively cooperate in the field of changes in the regulatory documents of the ITU.

The Republic of Latvia supports the dialogue between the Russian Federation and the European Commission, which is directed at lowering the level of wholesale roaming tariffs.

Representatives of the Republic of Latvia and the Russian Federation mobile operators have agreed on the following rules of establishing prices:

· the level of wholesale roaming tariffs between the mobile operators of the Republic of Latvia and the Russian Federation should be reduced; 
· mobile operators will continue to negotiate on a basis of bilateral confidentiality in order to conclude certain agreements on the new tariffs and dates of their entry into force;

· the negotiations should be concluded no later than by 30th of March 2012;

· mobile operators will inform their national regulatory authorities about the effects of the negotiations.

The mobile operators, signatories of the Memorandum, also support conducting negotiations between other operators of the Republic of Latvia and the Russian Federation regarding the drawing up of similar agreements.

During the above mentioned negotiations, the level of wholesale roaming tariffs in the European Union could be seen as an appropriate reference level.
Signed in ….. on ……… 2011 in ten counterparts each in English language. 
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